
Fact Sheet—Medical Marijuana Collective Business Licenses 
 

 
Effective July 6, 2009, a business license is required in order to operate a medical 
marijuana collective in the unincorporated area of the County of San Mateo.   Failure to 
comply with the license requirement is a misdemeanor, and the County can file a civil lawsuit to 
abate the nuisance of an medical marijuana collective that is not licensed, or does not comply 
with the terms and conditions of the license.   
 
This information is intended to explain the process for the application, issuance, renewal and 
revocation of a County of San Mateo business license to operate a medical marijuana collective.  

 
• Every medical marijuana collective that is operating in the unincorporated area of the 

County of San Mateo is required to apply for and obtain a license.   
 

• Every medical marijuana collective in the unincorporated area is required to obtain a 
County license before beginning to operate.  Those collectives that are already in 
operation must submit a completed license application by September 11, 2009.   
 

• Application for or issuance of a medical marijuana collective license will not protect 
against arrest or prosecution for illegal activities.    
 

• The County license requirement applies only in the unincorporated area of the County— 
some cities have adopted ordinances that apply in their jurisdictions. 
 

• License applications (attached) may be obtained from the San Mateo County Sheriff’s 
Office, Support Services Division (3rd Floor, Hall of Justice, 400 County Center, 
Redwood City).  Completed applications and the $100 license application fee, should be 
returned to the Sheriff’s Office. 
 

• Please carefully review the application and provide all required information, including 
the answers to the questions on the Worksheet that will help the License Board determine 
whether the applicant meets the criteria of a medical marijuana collective as defined in 
California state law. 
 

• A site visit and preliminary investigation will be done to determine whether the applicant 
complies with all conditions of the medical marijuana collective ordinance and the 
County’s general ordinance on business licenses.  
 

• Staff from the County Planning Department will assist the Sheriff to ensure that the 
applicant meets all of the requirements that are related to the physical structure (alarm, 
security, lighting, etc.).  
 

• The Sheriff will then forward the application and related information, including a 
preliminary recommendation, to the License Board for consideration.  
 



• An applicant must provide information to support a determination that to make a finding 
that the collective meets the criteria that are included in the state law definition of a 
medical marijuana collective. 
 

• The members of the collective must make a meaningful contribution to the day-to-day 
activities of the collective and cooperative.   
    

• Collectives should acquire, possess, and distribute only lawfully cultivated marijuana, 
and must provide certain required information to verify compliance.                                                           
 

• An applicant must provide information that will make it possible to determine whether  
monetary reimbursement that members provide to the collective is limited to the amount 
necessary to cover overhead costs and operating expenses.  
  

• Based on Chapter 5.148 of the San Mateo County ordinance Code, the License Board 
will decide whether to grant the license. 
 

• The collective must comply with state statutes, case law, and the California Attorney 
General’s Guidelines for the Security and Non-Diversion of Marijuana Grown for 
Medical Use (August 2008) (“AG Guidelines”). 
 

• License shall be valid of one year, and must be renewed annually. 
 

• The Sheriff’s Office is responsible for enforcement of the license, and will make 
inspections to ensure compliance with the ordinance, state law and the AG Guidelines. 
 

• Every person having a license shall produce and exhibit the same whenever requested to 
do so by any official authorized to issue, inspect or collect licenses. 
 

• If the licensee does not maintain compliance with all terms and conditions of the license,  
the Sheriff will initiate proceedings for the License Board to revoke the license. 
 

• If a change in state law leads to the determination that the collective does not to meet the 
criteria for a medical marijuana collective, or that the activities are inconsistent with state 
law, the license will be null and void. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  


